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Remarks Following Discussions 
With President Hu Jintao of China 
in Santiago, Chile 

November 20, 2004

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for this very frank exchange. I told the Presi-
dent that I look forward to working with him 
over the next 4 years to continue our close 
work on keeping peace, peace on the Korean 
Peninsula and peace throughout the Pacific 
region, and to spread peace throughout the 
world. And I’m looking forward to working 
with him on those matters. 

We also spent time talking about our eco-
nomic relationships, about how we’ll work 
over the next 4 years to continue to spread 
prosperity to both our people, to make sure 
the relationship is fair and equitable on both 
sides. 

I invited President Hu to come and visit 
the United States as soon as he can, and he 
invited me to China. Neither of us com-
mitted because we don’t have our schedules 
in front of us, but nonetheless, we did com-
mit to make sure our relationship is healthy 
and strong. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
President Hu. Friends from the press, I 

just had a talk with President Bush through 
which we covered many grounds. I first re-
offered my congratulations to him on his re-
election to the—Presidency of the United 
States. We together reviewed how much this 
relationship has come in the past 4 years. We 
expressed satisfaction over the positive pro-
grams made in a constructive and coopera-
tive relationship between the two countries. 

We agree that the second term of Presi-
dent Bush will be an important period for 
continued development of China-U.S. rela-
tions. We are also committed to stronger co-
ordination and cooperation between the two 
countries on economic matters and in ter-
rorism as well as important international and 
regional issues. 

We also exchanged views on the question 
of Taiwan. I expressed my high appreciation 
to President Bush’s adherence to the one-

China policy and the three communiques 
and to his opposition to Taiwan independ-
ence. 

We also discussed the nuclear issue on the 
Korean Peninsula. Both sides expressed the 
hope that the issue can be solved peacefully 
through dialog. 

I would like to thank President Bush for 
inviting me to visit the United States, and 
I have also invited him to visit China. Thank 
you, Mr. President. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:18 a.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Santiago. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Santiago 
November 20, 2004

President Bush. It was my honor to have 
spent some quality time with my friend the 
leader of our strong ally, Japan. I enjoyed 
visiting with the Prime Minister. He’s a man 
of clear vision and inner strength. 

We covered a wide range of subjects, in-
cluding the North Korean Peninsula and 
Iraq. I also explained to him that my Nation 
is committed to a strong dollar, and I assured 
him that in my upcoming contacts in working 
with Congress, we’ll work to reduce our 
short-term and long-term deficit. It was a 
great conversation. 

Prime Minister Koizumi. I’m very happy 
to be able to see the President in person, 
the first time after his reelection. And we 
have shared a view that the U.S. had a great 
effect in terms of security and also in terms 
of the well-being of the world economy. And 
I completely agree with the view of the Presi-
dent that a strong dollar has good impact on 
the U.S. economy and is also important for 
the world economy. 

And I was also gratified to know that Presi-
dent Bush has a strong intent for further 
strengthening the framework of cooperation, 
international cooperation, to cope with the 
issue of Iraq. 

And we also agreed to continue to place 
importance on the six-party talks process 
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concerning North Korea and that we would 
also continue to pursue a diplomatic solution 
to dismantle all their nuclear programs. 

It was a very short meeting, but it was a 
meeting of great content, so I’m very happy 
about that. 

President Bush. A couple of questions. 
AP lady [Jennifer Loven, Associated Press]. 

North Korea 
Q. Yes, sir. Thank you. Can I ask you what 

level of flexibility you’re willing to accept to-
wards North Korea to try to bring them back 
to the table? 

President Bush. What’s very important is 
for the leader of North Korea to understand 
that the six-party talks are—will be the 
framework in which we continue to discuss 
the mutual goal we all have, which is to rid 
the Korean Peninsula of nuclear weapons, 
and that here, at this summit, I will not only 
speak with my friend the Prime Minister of 
Japan but also the President of South Korea, 
the President of China, and the President of 
Russia about making sure that our intention 
remains the same, that we work together to 
achieve the goal. And the leader of North 
Korea will hear a common voice. 

Somebody from the Japanese press? 

U.S. Forces in Japan 
Q. Was there discussion concerning the 

realignment of U.S. force in Japan? 
Prime Minister Koizumi. We had a very 

good discussion from the viewpoint of main-
taining the deterrence capability of U.S. 
force in Japan and also of reducing the bur-
den that the U.S. bases are posing on Japa-
nese communities, including Okinawa. We 
had a good discussion from this kind of point 
of view. And we also agreed that we would 
have the relevant authorities, the foreign 
ministry and defense authorities, both coun-
tries—have them discuss this issue in more 
detail. 

President Bush. David [David Morgan, 
Reuters]. 

Iran 
Q. Mr. President, given the intelligence 

failures over weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq, do you think the U.S. now faces a more 

skeptical world in—when it comes to the nu-
clear program in Iran? 

President Bush. We appreciate the ef-
forts of the Governments of France, Ger-
many, and Great Britain to convince the Ira-
nians to give up any nuclear ambitions they 
may have. And the reason why they’re in-
volved is because they do believe that Iran 
has got nuclear ambitions, as do we, as do 
many around the world. And it’s very impor-
tant for the Iranian Government to hear a—
to hear that we are concerned about their 
desires, and we’re concerned about reports 
that show that prior to a certain international 
meeting, they’re willing to speed up proc-
essing of materials that could lead to a nu-
clear weapon. This is a very serious matter. 
The world knows it’s a serious matter, and 
we’re working together to solve this matter. 

Iraqi Elections 
Q. There will be elections—elections to 

be held in Iraq at the end of January next 
year, and I’d like to know if there were any 
discussions on what kind of efforts you will 
be making towards making this election a 
success? 

Prime Minister Koizumi. Successful re-
construction and nation-building in Iraq is 
just not an important matter for Japan and 
the United States; it’s an issue for the entire 
international community. And of course, 
there were some disagreements concerning 
the beginning of the use of force in that 
country in the international community, but 
the U.N. resolution providing for reconstruc-
tion efforts in Iraq was adopted by over-
whelming consensus. And we have to make 
this effort into a success. And from that 
standpoint, Japan intends to continue to do 
as much as it can based on its own initiatives. 

And I told Mr. President that we would 
like for him to leave it to us to decide what 
kind of assistance that we would be pro-
viding, and the President was agreeable to 
this. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Santiago. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea; President Hu Jintao of China; President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia; and Chairman Kim 
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Chong-il of North Korea. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 20, 2004 

Good morning. This weekend I am on my 
first trip outside the United States since the 
election, traveling to South America for the 
Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation Sum-
mit. I am meeting with many allies and 
friends to strengthen our ties across the Pa-
cific and discuss practical ways we can en-
hance prosperity, advance liberty, and im-
prove our shared security. 

America and the nations of Latin America 
and Asia share many vital interests. All Pa-
cific nations benefit from free and fair trade, 
the foundation of this region’s remarkable 
prosperity. The United States has completed 
free trade agreements with nations through-
out Asia and the Americas, including Aus-
tralia and Singapore, Chile, the five nations 
in Central America, and the Dominican Re-
public. We are also negotiating new agree-
ments with Thailand, Panama, and the Ande-
an nations of South America. America has 
opened our markets, and I will urge other 
countries to do the same. 

Pacific nations also have a clear interest 
in spreading the benefits of liberty, democ-
racy, and good government across this vital 
part of the world. From the recent history 
of the Asia-Pacific region, we know that free-
dom is indivisible. The economic liberty that 
builds prosperity also builds a demand for 
limited government and self rule. Mod-
ernization and progress eventually require 
freedom in all its forms. And the advance 
of freedom is good for all, because free soci-
eties are peaceful societies. 

America and our friends are helping other 
countries lay the foundations of democracy 
by establishing independent courts, a free 
press, political parties, and trade unions, by 
instituting the rule of law, and by keeping 
up the fight against corruption. 

America joined with other members of the 
Organization of American States to create 
the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 
This charter recognizes democracy as the 
fundamental right of all peoples in the Amer-
icas and pledges our governments to pro-

moting and defending the institutions of lib-
erty. 

All Pacific nations must also keep up the 
fight against the forces of terror that threaten 
the success of our economies and the stability 
of the world. At last year’s summit, APEC 
leaders started a major initiative to strength-
en the security of ports and transportation 
networks, to defend our aircraft from the 
threat of portable missiles, and to end the 
flow of terrorist finances. This year, APEC 
leaders will work together to improve the se-
curity of our ships and ports. We will develop 
a new system to track and stop the travel 
of suspected terrorists using forged or stolen 
documents. And we launched new programs 
to support APEC members that have the will 
to fight terror but need help in developing 
the means. Terrorism is a threat, not just to 
the West or to the wealthy but to every na-
tion. And every nation must fight the mur-
derers. 

During my trip, I will also meet with Presi-
dent Lagos of Chile and President Uribe of 
Colombia to reaffirm our strong ties with 
those nations. Colombia is making progress 
in the fight against terrorists who traffic in 
illegal drugs, and America is standing with 
the Colombian Government to oppose the 
drug trade that destroys lives in our countries 
and threatens the stability of our hemisphere. 

In my second term, I will continue to pur-
sue a confident foreign policy agenda that 
will spread freedom and hope and make our 
Nation more secure. America seeks wider 
trade and broader freedom and greater secu-
rity for the benefit of America, our partners, 
and all of the world. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:35 a.m. on 
November 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 
20. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 19 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to President 
Ricardo Lagos of Chile; and President Alvaro 
Uribe of Colombia. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 
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